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BIG NEWS! 
Nelson County Animal Control Now 
in Charge of Shelter Management

ISSUE XXIX / VOLUME 1 / SPRING 2022

As of March 1, 2022, the Humane Society of Nelson County 
has relinquished its longstanding presence at the county 
animal shelter.  For over 27 years, we have been in charge 
of the day-to-day operations, repairs and maintenance, 
overseeing employees, maintaining the health and 
well-being of all the animals and being responsible for all 
the expenses to that end.  We have built a shelter that we 
can be proud of and saved the county millions of dollars in 
expenses.  As our most active and dedicated members 
grow older, we have found it increasingly difficult to do the 
work and raise the money needed for the annual budget.  
The animal shelter will now be run by the county scal 
court.  Royce Fitzpatrick, the Animal Control Officer, and 
Ashley Hall, the shelter manager, are setting new policies 
and procedures for adoptions, public visitation and animal 
control issues. control issues. 



Nelson County Animal Control Now in Charge of Shelter Management (Continued from Page 1)

The past 27 years have been very productive and we are proud of our role in the development of programs and fa-
cilities for our county shelter.  We are condent that our county government will be able to maintain the same 
quality of care and concern for companion animal welfare in our community.  

The Humane Society of Nelson County was established in 1994.  At that time, unwanted animals were destroyed The Humane Society of Nelson County was established in 1994.  At that time, unwanted animals were destroyed 
by gunshot and there was only a dilapidated barn in which to house them.  The humane society was founded to 
provide humane euthanasia, provide a means of re-homing lost and abandoned animals, and prevent animal suf-
fering.  Since that time, our small group has worked hard making that happen.  Thanks to a lot of hard work and 
loyal supporters in the community, thousands of animals have been saved from preventable illness though a rigid 
program of immunizations, parasite control and sterilization.  We have prevented countless unwanted animals 
from being born by providing low cost spay/neuter surgeries in our clinic.  We have rehomed dogs, cats, pocket 
pets and rabbits through adoptions and remote rescue agencies.  We have given or obtained veterinary medical 
care for owners who could not afford it.  We have promoted humane education in our schools.

As of March, the animal shelter is under the auspices of Nelson County Fiscal Court.  Our employees have been 
hired by them and they will continue to care for them as we did.  This arrangement relieves us of constant fundrais-
ing to pay for expenses amounting to over $200,000 annually.  

However, we are NOT going away.  Our role, though different, is still critical.  We will be doing the following as However, we are NOT going away.  Our role, though different, is still critical.  We will be doing the following as 
Friends of the Animal Shelter:

a) Keeping our low cost medical and surgical clinic 
open to the public.

b) Providing medical and surgical care to indigent pets.

c) Providing medical care for sick and injured adoptable
animals that have problems beyond the scope of what 
the county can provide.  As an example, an animal with athe county can provide.  As an example, an animal with a
broken leg needs x-rays, surgery and stabilization of the 
fracture and at least six weeks care.  We will see that it 
gets that.  Dr. Perkins is continuing as the volunteer 
veterinarian.  This is critical for the county to obtain not
only care but medications and vaccines. 

d) Fostering animals until room is available in the shelter or until the animal is stable enough for adoption.

e) Providing transport to distant rescue groups.  We will maintain our van and provide gas for these trips as well e) Providing transport to distant rescue groups.  We will maintain our van and provide gas for these trips as well 
as pay someone to transport them.   

We are still going to have an active presence and will still be in need of donations, food and supplies.  For your 
convenience, these are numbers you might need:  Animal Control/Lost Pet, 502-348-1865; Adoptions and visits, 
502-348-1885; Spay/neuter clinic and Humane Society, 502-349-2082 or 502-317-9578 (which also receives 
texts).
 



outside in her wheelchair, weather permitting. He takes her to all her 
doctor and physical therapy appointments. 

local shelters.  We were the fortunate beneciary of $1,560.



Kelsey Boone collected $450 in donations includ-
ing Walmart and BP gas cards.  Thank you, Kelsey.  
Kelsey is pictured with her mom, Janet Boone.

James Hilyard from Toyota Boshoku brought in 
donations that were collected from the team 
members. We are so appreciative of everything!

Are you interested in volunteering?  What we 
need all the time are individuals or families who 
can keep a dog or cat on a temporary basis.  
These are sometimes animals that need some 
medical care, such as antibiotics, or a calm envi-
ronment to avoid the stress of the shelter until 
they are stronger.  They may be too young or 
small small for adoption and need time to grow and 
thrive.  Sometimes, the shelter is simply out of 
space.  

Nova is an example of a kitty that will benet 
from a foster family.  She is a six-week-old kitten 
that was brought to us by a Good Samaritan.  She 
had sustained chemical burns to the back of her 
head and shoulders.  She needs to have her 
wounds cleaned twice a day and a burn ointment 
applied with bandages to keep her from scratch-
ing the aing the areas.  Her case is an exception as she will 
be with her foster family a couple of months 
before her skin heals.

The Humane Society will be responsible for the 
cost of care as it relates to supplies.  We adminis-
ter vaccinations and any medical care as needed 
at no cost to you.  We are not nancially liable for 
veterinary care done at private clinics without 
prior approval. For more information, contact the 
Humane Society at 348-2082. 

Foster Help is Always Needed



1. Cash, check or credit card.  Make checks out to the Humane Society of Nelson County.
2. Food and supplies are always appreciated.
3. Visit smile.amazon.com.  Sign in with your Amazon account and select us as your charity.  
Start shopping but remember to checkout at smile.amazon.com to generate donations.
4.  Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com. Select the Humane Society of Nelson 4.  Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com. Select the Humane Society of Nelson 
County as your charity. Enter our NPO number, BM191, to start earning rewards for the Humane 
Society! Please share with your friends and get the word out! 
5. Visit our website https://www.humanesocietyofnelsoncountyky.com/ and donate through 
Paypal.
6. Volunteer to help us in the surgery clinic, as a foster parent, with fundraising and promotions, 
or with newsletters.

We are grateful for your continued support!We are grateful for your continued support!

OUR 
WISH LIST

Baby food (chicken)        Gasoline gift cards
Bleach               Laundry detergent for HE washers
Canned dog and cat food      Kitten and puppy milk replacer
Cat litter               Nyla bones
Dawn dish liquid          Paper towels
Distilled water           Shampoo for dogs including waterless
Dog and cat tDog and cat treats         Towels
Garbage bags            Hot dogs for giving medication
Blankets, towels but no pillows

How Your Donation Helps
$200 buys vaccines for 50 dogs and cats
$150 helps provide medical treatment for an ill or injured pet
$100 vaccinates, feeds, treats parasites, tests for deadly disease and spays/neuters a dog 
          or cat          or cat
$  50  helps our gas expenditures for transporting rescues
$  20  helps an unkempt animal get groomed
$  10  helps with antibiotic or steroid injections for sick animals
$    2  buys a toy for a dog or cat, a can of food or special treat 
A donation of any size can be stipulated to go to the Don Perkins Memorial Fund for
Indigent Animals to help pets with owners who can't afford treatment for ill animals. 

We have an ongoing need for many items:

Shop at Kroger, Donate $

Help The Humane Society of  Nelson County by registering
at www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards. 
Once registered, enter our non-prot organization number 
BM191 to start earning cash for the Humane Society. 
Please encourage friends and family to register too.
  

                     
                     
Shop on Amazon and donate to The Humane Society of 
Nelson County. Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com to 
order, and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
of eligible products to us.

Donating to The Humane Society of Nelson County



Bloom eld Elementary School third graders made our humane society their project.  In March, we visited their class-
room for a discussion on a career in veterinary medicine as well as pet care.  The two third grade classes were eager 
participants but probably the most excitement revolved around an animal ambassador, Daisy.  Daisy is a 
nine-week-old golden doodle owned by our office manager, Victoria Snyder.  Students got to pet her and listen to 
her heart with a stethoscope.  

The students surprised us with a generous donation of $408.33 garnered through the sale of Little Debbie snack The students surprised us with a generous donation of $408.33 garnered through the sale of Little Debbie snack 
cakes and drinks to go with them.  Each child made a personalized card for our bulletin board.  We are so grateful, 
and proud of the teachers, Ms. Dana Whitis and Ms. Anna Dewitt, who are guiding these children in their compassion 
and interest of animals.

Bullitt Central High School’s Agriculture 
DDepartment is excited to announce that they 
have partnered with the Humane Society of 
Nelson County. They will be working together to 
help nd forever homes for shelter kittens and 
cats. They promote these animals through a 
large email database of over 2,700 contacts.  
They have their own intramural video news pro-
ggram.  The cats are getting a lot of attention from 
students and parents alike. They have already fa-
cilitated the adoption of three of our cats! 

If you are interested in adopting a forever pet 
continue to look on Petnder for the cats avail-
able through Nelson County Animal Shelter. To 
inquire about cats at Bullitt Central High School, 
or to arrange a visit, email Mrs. Peake at 
tiphanie.peake@bullitt.kyschools.us.  

Pictured in the 
back, left to right, 
Leila and Victoria 
Snyder, and 
Deborah Perkins, 
DVM.

Front row: Third Front row: Third 
graders Savannah, 
Zachary, Emmalyn, 
Faye, Waylon, 
Makenna.

We Go To School

Pictured are our office manager, Victoria Snyder, 
and Nelson County Animal Control Rescue Coordinator, 

Lydia Graves.



Homeward Bound!

the trip.  Thirty-two states require that animals are sterilized before they leave the shelter.  Although this is not a law in Kentucky, it 
is certainly the policy of our shelter. 

TThere is not a shortage of dogs in the United States or Canada but there are geographical differences in supply and demand.  Lo-
cally, we have too many unwanted dogs and especially cats, while New York, Connecticut, New Hampshire and Quebec need 
more pets.  This is due to stricter animal control regulations and sterilization mandated by some areas.  It is sad that an animal 
dies just because it is born in Kentucky.  Volunteers organize through Facebook and Petfinder to rendezvous at rest stops and 
parks to move crates into waiting vans for the second or third leg of the trip.  In a February 14, 2022 Time Magazine article, a new 
pproblem was mentioned-- smugglers, who load horse trailers with strays and drive north, selling the animals for profit, leaving 
sicker and less desirable animals for shelters to contend with.  Fortunately, we have not experienced this problem to date.

Rescue organizations are one of the reasons euthanasia rates have dropped nationwide.  In 2011, 2.6 million animals were euth-
anized.  Currently, the ASPCA estimates less than 400,000 dogs and about 530,000 cats are put to death every year.   Euthanasia 
used to be inevitable for many animals finding their way to Nelson County Animal Control but that is changing.  The numbers of 
animals leaving the shelter alive are increasing.   This is due to many factors including medical care for sick and injured animals, 
foster families making room in their homes and diverting their admittance, low cost spay and neuter services which reduce the 
birthbirthrate of unwanted animals, and rescue agencies taking animals at increasing rates.  This reduces the stress on shelter staff 
who may suffer a high rate of depression, burnout and compassion fatigue.  They are encouraged by more animals finding good 
homes and they have hope that these animals have a second chance.     

The Humane Society of Nelson County pays for the entire transport costs of ani-
mals leaving the Nelson County Animal Shelter.  The van is ours and so is the ex-
pense of the insurance, maintenance, gas and the driver, including overnight 
stays in hotels in bad weather.  If you would like to help in this endeavor, please 
forward your kind donations to us in the envelope provided in your newsletter. 

Information in this article taken from Time Magazine, “Dog Runs: How a Nation-
wide Network Has Saved Millions of Pets by Moving Them North,” February 
14-22, 2022, pp. 78-85.  Pictures from Pixabay and Lydia Graves.

Early every other SundaEarly every other Sunday, Lydia Graves and sometimes volunteers, 
organize dogs and cats into our van for the first leg of their transport 
to northern states and Canada. Many people help get the animals 
ready and prepare the van.  As Lydia says, “It takes a village.” Their 
health certificates and identification taped to their kennels, these an-
imals have been selected for transfer to animal welfare organizations 
like Secondhand Hounds, Wags n’ Wiggles and SPCA Quebec.  In a 
well-coowell-coordinated effort, animals have been temperament tested by 
staff and examined by our veterinarian.  They are current on required 
core vaccinations, heartworm or leukemia testing, treated for exter-
nal and internal parasites, and most are surgically sterilized prior to 



Tributes (received October 1, 2021-March 15, 2022)
We make every effort to correctly attribute your loving donations.  

Please let us know if we have made an error and it will be corrected in the next issue..



Tributes (continued)     



All meengs are held in the County Animal 
Shelter (formerly Humane Society Build-
ing) at 6pm and are about one hour in 
length.  Everyone is welcome!  

FDA Approves Medication for Pain Relief for Cats 

A new treatment approved in January uses monoclonal antibodies 
to target nerve growth factor.  Frunevetmab, sold under the trade 
name Solensia, is the first treatment for osteoarthritis pain in cats 
and the first monoclonal antibody approved for use in animals other
than humans.  By binding to nerve growth factor, the pain signal is
prevented from reaching the brain.  Solensia is given by 
subcutaneous injection once a monthsubcutaneous injection once a month.

Also approved in January, is a long-acting opioid that can be given 
at the time of surgery and lasts for four days.  It is a topical 
buprenorphine solution, Zorbium, that can be applied to the skin at 
the base of a cat’s neck.  Injectable buprenorphine, Simbadol, 
has been used since 2014 and a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory, 
Onsior, has been available since 2008 in Europe and 2016 in the 
United United States.  
From AVMA News, JAVMA, March 1, 2022, vol 260, no. 5 p 475  



                     
                     

Jenny Boone, website design and maintenance
Sandy and Peatie Conder for mowing at no charge
JT’s Consignments
Critter Cradle for fostering dogs in our times of need
John GuthrieJohn Guthrie

                     
                     Special Thanks

                     
                     

Newsletter Production
Peggy Waters, layout & design
Amy Taylor, editing
GBA Printing

THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF 
NELSON COUNTY
2391 New Haven Road
Bardstown, KY  40004
502-349-2082

www.ncanimalservices.org
humane-societync@att.net 

Our mission is to prevent cruelty 
to animals, relieve suffering to animals, relieve suffering 
among animals, and 

extend humane education.

Animal Shelter Hours:
Open to the Public
Monday - Friday
10am - 4pm

Saturday 10am - 2pmSaturday 10am - 2pm



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Quis ipsum suspendisse ultrices gravida. Risus commodo viverra maecenas accumsan lacus vel facilisis. 
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